A review of the literature of bibliometrics as it relates to the Middle East turns up a number of studies and a few articles deploring the paucity of such studies. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] It will also show that, while there have been studies relating to the region as a whole and a few individual countries, there have been no studies specifically relating to Bahrain. It is as an effort to remedy this situation and to be a stimulus to others that this article appears. PubMed has included the affiliation of first authors as a searchable field since 1988. It is thus possible by searching both Bahrain* and Bahrein* to identify some 727 articles where the first author is associated with an institution in Bahrain. These articles have been tabulated in an Excel table of authors, titles, affiliations, citations and subject classification (using the National Library of Medicine (NLM) classification system). An analysis of these articles covering the 25-year period from 1988 through 2012 was then undertaken to determine:
• The number of articles per year (Table 1) ,
• The authorship characteristics of these articles (i.e., number of authors per article and the number of unique authors) (Tables 2 and 3 ),
• The affiliation of the authors cited (Table 4 ),
• The journals where these articles appeared (Table 5 ) and,
• The subject distribution of the articles cited (Table 6) .
NUMBER OF ARTICLES PER YEAR AND THEIR AUTHORSHIP
It can be seen that, while the general trend over the time period has been upward, it has been erratic. 
AFFILIATION OF AUTHORS
The bulk of the articles during the time period covered were, not surprisingly, produced by authors affiliated with four entities: the Arabian Gulf University, Salmaniya Medical Complex, the University of Bahrain, and the Ministry of Health.
JOURNALS WHERE ARTICLES APPEARED
Among the top five journals where articles were published, three are Saudi: Saudi medical journal, Annals of Saudi medicine, and the Saudi journal of kidney diseases and transportation.
SUBJECT DISTRIBUTION OF ARTICLES
Among the Preclinical sciences, the most heavily represented subjects were:
• Pharmacology, Pharmacy & Toxicology
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